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We live in the time of unprecedented production of museums. The museum boom that has 

globally started in the 1980s is still going on. There are new museums established and new 

museum buildings constructed all over the world, including great national museums and small 

museum projects launched by individuals, whereas the existing museums are changing and 

modernising in order to stay relevant for today’s societies. Museums keep and communicate a 

fraction of heritage, be it history of a castle or art of a region, or they aim to address a history 

of a nation or of Europe as a whole. 

At the same time social, political and economic context is rapidly changing. Patterns of 

participation in culture are different than they used to be only twenty or even ten years ago. 

Migrations. Multiculturalism. Nationalisms. These and many other issues are part of day-to-

day agendas in particular countries, societies and communities, and museums have to respond. 

In the debate we would like to address some of the burning issues of contemporary culture 

and discuss: 

In what way museums (should) reflect the world of today? (Is it, indeed, their 

obligation?) Are contemporary changes in Europe reflected in museums? 

Is it possible that museums stay relevant in the fast changing world? 

Participation. Engagement. Social inclusion. Community. Activism. Change. Localism. 

Cross disciplinary and cross cultural. These are some of the keywords of museums 

today. Should all museums embrace them? 

What is expected from contemporary museums? 

What are the boundaries that museums cannot cross? 
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