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JOÃO CARLOS ESPADA is the director and founder (1996) of the Institute 

for Political Studies at the Catholic University of Portugal, where he is 
University professor of Political Studies. He was previously a tenured 

Research Fellow at the Institute of Social Sciences of the (state) University 
of Lisbon. Since January 2011, he holds the European Parliament / 

Bronislaw Geremek European Civilisation Chair at the College of Europe, 
campus of Natolin (Warsaw). He earned his D. Phil from the University of 

Oxford, under the supervision of [Lord] Ralf Dahrendorf, and he taught at 
Brown, Stanford and Georgetown Universities in the US. He is editor of the 

quarterly journal Nova Cidadania and president of the Portuguese section 
of the International Churchill Society/Churchill Centre. He has co-founded 

and is a member of the Board of Directors the European Partnership for 
Democracy, as well as a member of the Editorial Board of the Journal of 

Democracy, having been a founding member of World Movement for 

Democracy and member of the steering committee of the Council for a 
Community of Democracies. He has authored nine books and edited 

another ten in political theory, all in Portuguese and several in English.  
 

 
 

 


